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RESPONSE TO SPECIES 
ELECTION REQUIREMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 

This is in response to the Species Election Requirement dated June 2, 2003, which 
states that the application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct species of 
the claimed invention: 

1 . The peptide of the ionic metal-peptide complex is an enzymatic hydrolysis 

(claim 4); 

2. The peptide of the ionic metal-peptide complex is an acid hydrolysis 

(claim 5); 

3. The peptide of the ionic metal-peptide complex is a basic hydrolysis 

(claim 6); 

4. The peptide of the ionic metal-peptide complex is a bacterial hydrolysis 

(claim 7). 
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Applicant elects to prosecute the species where the peptide is an enzymatic 



hydrolysis, with traverse. (Applicant expressly reserves the right to file a divisional or related 
application to the claims of non-elected species.) Claims 1-4, 7 and 10-12 are believed to be 
readable on this species. The instant specification describes bacterial hydrolysis (claim 7) as 
including ''bacterial cultures that secrete hydrolytic enzymes in a culture medium which then 
hydrolyze proteins in the culture medium." Thus, it is believed that the alleged species of 
bacterial hydrolysis (claim 7) should be re-combined with the species of enzymatic hydrolysis 
Reconsideration is respectfully requested. 
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